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ABGENTINE CHURCH-STATE CONFLICY

Havw incldeutv--groviug out of the seven~
month Peronistzs campaign to reduce the
‘atholic church's political poFOr-~Ba¥e
reamed pokltvient tesgion in Argeniiss 14
1tm highest peak ia over lwo yenrs, L&vge-
scale Cathelie demongirsbions Baied

11 June and miuver ciswhes fLollewid o

i2 and 13 June. Anti-Church rally af
Gieneral Confederation ol Lebor myaberws

ion time off provided by token general

I B - Mo REPOLIS To D#ﬁm/ THIS , ?Jf
atrike)WA- =cbeduied for
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Catholic groups increasingly actirg
meusingt Berou aftar new (Dec 'B4) laws
okaying divorce, prostitution (“iaw

of Social Prephylaxis”), granting in-

heritance, other rights to illegitimuise
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€. Auli-Peionlsis, reégardless of conplexiam%
have folned fray: pro-Church pamphlets %
¢irculated by Comsmunists and by the

mzjor opposition Radical Party (which

traditionslly advocates separation of

church and state),

Strongest Catholic agitation triggered by
iantest legislation (May '55) which--among
other provisions--calls for special con-

vention {to meet ip next six months) to

separating church and state.

consider conatitutional revision foramally
Article 3 of pressat constitution g
;

/4
provides faderal‘;upport’for Church.
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ouihalic edvesties, flpancial sab-
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sidies, tax examption for the church,

é§>ﬁ el Lzemne b ruvoived, political

(rather than financial) motives appear

dominant in latter actions,
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Repreasentatives of all awgﬁntiﬁé ' ;
political groups reportedly favor

new legislation, but many have abjectedr
to turbulent atmosphere in which it

nromoted .

\E%Q/ Principai impstus for Peron's campaign

sgainst his former aliy is his apparent

conviction that opposition elements iu

Argentina &re¢ working with some of

Catholic clergy to organize "Chriztian

Democratic"” novenént, overthrow him,

'Al

Peron also resents Church competitiou,
agitation against his own youth program,
Peron steadfastly maintains he not
attacking Church itself, but only its
political action,

Churges Church supporting attemptis
create new "democratic-clerical-
oligarchical union” which would con-
tinue opposition, l2-year elforts

oust his regine,
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g!, Pléns to organize some sort of Argentine

"Christisn Democratic' movement

A. However, are indications that several

A Rt

of Peron's extremist advisers (particu-

‘? larly Minister of Interior Borlenghi,

who reports oo internal police and

politicai matters) may have exaggerated
movement's importance in order switch
Peron from moderate rightward trend
of past two years.

B. "Strange bedfellow" support for Church
by opposition groups would also tend

inflame Peron's suspicions,

Church-state conflict not expected to
thresten stability Peron regime for present,
but issue remalinkg stusceptible to serious
ipcidents of violenrs .ntil after con-

A"; #tituent ronvention m»eeis {possibly early
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A. Issue has givgg opposition elements--

especially Radicals and Communists--

F
their best vehicle to date for hﬁﬁ;nt-
ing anti-Peron sentiment.

B. Conflict also serves to create friction

among Peronistas themselves.
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